1. Pope Gregory VIII
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2. Richard I, King of England (Richard the Lionheart)
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3. Salah al-Din Yusuf (Saladin)
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4. A Knight Templar
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6. A child on the Children’s Crusade
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7. Jacob of Orleans, a Jewish Scholar 


9. A woman whose husband is on a Crusade



10. A camp follower (laundress)


11. A woman who is fighting in the Crusades



13. A Jewish woman who lives in Antioch


14. An apocathary (doctor/chemist) from Jerusalem



17. A Venetian merchant who trades with Turkey


18. Guillaume d’Clarmont, a mercenary soldier employed by a French Lord at the Seige of Antioch


19. Sybilla, Christian Queen of Jerusalem


20. A Jewish child living in Jerusalem



30. A pilgrim who has settled in Palestine


The Pope was the leader of all European Christians.  He was seen as God’s messenger on earth and had power even over kings and emperors – if they didn’t do what he said he could excommunicate them and their countries. Excommunication meant that people would go to hell when they died, even if they were good people. People were afraid of going to hell, so they did whatever was asked.
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Pope Gregory VIII called for a third Crusade on October 29, 1187. He blamed the loss of Jerusalem on the sins of Christians living in the Middle East. Many of these people had adopted Meddle Eastern way of life, but they stayed Christians. 


Pope Gregory promised that anyone on his crusade would have their sins forgiven and their land and property at home would be protected by the church while they were away.





“A very powerful man, of great courage and spirit. He fought battles and showed a burning passion for war. The Kings was indeed a man of wisdom, experience, courage and energy… excitable, brave and clever”


Source:  Islamic writer Baha’ ad-Din Ibn Shaddad





�





Richard I became King of England in 1189 and continued his father , King Henry Ii’s plans to win back Jerusalem from the Saracens (Arabs). He invaded Sicily in 1190 and Cyprus 1191 to make bases for his armies on the way to the Middle East, becoming known as a “lionheart” for his military skills.. He success fully won victories at Cyprus, Acre, and Arsuf (against Saladin), but failed to recover Jerusalem. While returning home he was held prisoner by the French King England paid an expensive ransome.





Salah al-Din Yusuf (known as Saladin), Sultan of Egypt, brought Muslim countries together to take back the Christian parts of the Middle East (in Syria and Palastine). He fought  for a 3 years  against Richard I, who Saladin respected as a great military leader. Then he made a peace treaty with Richard I to end the war..





�





“Saladin was well mannered and entertaining. If anyone was sick he would ask about his illness, his treatment, his food and drink… I never saw him insult anyone. He always stuck to his word and was loyal. No orphan ever came to him without Saladin offering to provided the same amount of care his father had done. He treated old people kindly and generously.”


Source: Baha’ ad-Din Ibn Shaddad, who travelled with Saladin.





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6d/KnightsTemplarPlayingChess1283.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





…The sick shall be compassionately treated and lovingly cared for….” 


Source: The Rule and Statutes of the Teutonic Knights. Trans. Prof. Indrikis Sterns








“If he fights for a good reason, the result  of his fight can never be evil… [If he is] killed, we know that he has not perished, but has come safely into [heaven]” 


Source: St. Bernard of Clairvaux trans. Conrad Greenia





The Knights Templar were a monks  who fought Muslims, built forts and organised  hospitals and trade in the Holy Land. This  made them wealthy and powerful  during the crusades. After the crusades Phillip IV  of France (who owed them money) spread rumours about them and led a crusade against the Templars, many of whom were burned to death.
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Stephen of Cloyes, a French peasant boy thought God told him him to lead a crusade of children to Jerusalem in 1212. 


Excited boys and girls came from all over Europe to fight for their religion - 30 000 French children and 50 000 German children left for the Holy land. Pope Innocent III and other officials supported their mission. 


However, most children were  betrayed, and  whole ships of children were sold as slaves. Thousands of children were never heard from again.





 "A child shall lead them"


Source: The Holy Bible (God’s words to Christians)





“ [They were] neither strong enough nor powerful enough to do anything. Everyone, therefore, accounted them foolish and imprudent for trying to do this.”


Source: Chronica Regiae Coloniensis Continuatio prima, s.a.1213, MGH SS XXIV 17-18, translated by James Brundage





[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text box anywhere in the document. Use the Drawing Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.]





[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text box anywhere in the document. Use the Drawing Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.]





[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text box anywhere in the document. Use the Drawing Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.]





[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text box anywhere in the document. Use the Drawing Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.]





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.theholocaustexplained.org/public/cms/70/92/100/418/BRiNUy_web.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Jacob of Orleons was a very respected teacher who lived in London in the thirteenth century. During the crusades European society became very racist against non-Christian people. When Richard I became King, there was an enormous massacre (violent killing) of Jewish people in London. Jacob was one of many rich, educated people who were killed.  


Note: Jerusalem is Holy for Jewish Christian and Muslim people.





“At least , 269 Jews – and 29 Christians - were put to death, in London alone, and more than another 50 in other towns and cities. Rich jews bought  their way out of their punishment”.


Source: Bury Chronicle





“The Jews laughed at the pain of the dying God [Jesus]”


Source: inscription on the Bury St Edmonds Cross” c. 1180-1190. 





The women who were left behind had to rule their estates and defend their castles. Governing in their husband's name, these women engaged in legal transactions, oversaw agricultural activities, collected moneys for ransoms, and brought up the children. Besides predominating as workers in the textile and silk-making trades, women worked as shoemakers, tailors, barbers, goldsmiths, bakers, armorers, or chandlers where women worked alongside men. Women also controlled the important tasks of manufacturing and the sale of food and beverages. On the manorial estates, women worked with the men in the fields, hauled the water and handled the livestock, prepared the food and did the housework, including spinning and weaving.
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My dear wife, I now have twice as much silver, gold and other riches as I had when I set off on this crusade........


Source: French crusader to his wife, 1098.


Alas, my darling! It breaks my heart to leave you, but I must go to theHoly land. This is where I will win paradise and praise and your true love....


Source:  French crusader to his wife, 1190





Camp followers were the ordinary people who followed a group of soldiers as part of their business. This included laundresses, cooks, nurses, brewers, butchers, prostitutes,  blacksmiths, and other civilians. It could also include the children of these families, and the wives and children of soldiers.
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“Some Muslim thieves got into my tent and … stole my little girl [so she complained to the enemy leader, Saladin]…Tears came into his eyes… he sent a messenger to … find her little one.”


Source: Behar ed-Din’s biography of Saladin.








Fighting for Christian control of the Holy Land (Turkey, Lebanon and Palestine) was such a popular idea that (by the third crusade) even woman joined the crusades as warriors. These were usually rich women who could buy armour or poor women with such good public  speaking skills that they attracted rich sponsors.
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“ women went forth on this venture dressed as men and marched in armour . . .”


Source: the Disibodenberg Chronicles


“A queen… arrived with 500 knights with their horses and money, pages and valets…” 


Source: Arabic source translated in Gabrieli: Arab Historians
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During a siege the woman and children often starved as all food went first to the soldiers. Women often helped defend the city from the walls, while their husbands, fathers, brothers and sons died around them. 





“The matrons of Antioch, their daughters and little ones had gathered on the walls… and with groans and tears deplored the slaughter of their friends…”


Source: WT6 (primary source quoted in “Crusading or Spinning by Sarah Lambert)
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During a siege people are cut off from society. They have nowhere to get food or medical supplies. They are also dying of wounds they got while fighting the army that surrounded the city.





“[The pilgrims] chased after [the saracens], killing and dismembering them… we were up to our ankles in blood….”


Source: Gesta Francorum, a monk who travelled with the crusaders








The Venetian economy boomed during the crusades because Venice had many business ties with the Byzantine Empire (in Greece and Turkey). They were especially famous for valuables such as silk and spices from China and the Middle East. 


However, by the fourth crusade, Venetian rulers persuaded the armies to fight the Byzantines instead of the Saracens, so that Venice could win lads all over the Mediterranean which was even better for business. 
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" We will build transports to carry four thousand five hundred horses, and nine thousand squires, and ships for four thousand five hundred knights, and twenty thousand sergeants of foot… the expenses above named amount to 85,000 marks.”


Source: Geoffrey de Villehardouin Memoirs or Chronicle of The Fourth Crusade 
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A mercenary is a soldier who works for whomever will pay him (or her). Mercenaries often supplemented their income by stealing loot from defeated enemies. 





“… our army was wasting away at Antioch from sickness and weariness and was especially hindered by the dissensions among the leaders.”


Source: Daimbert, Godfrey and Raymond to the Pope, 1099.[4]





“We hope soon to capture [Antioch]. The city is supplied to an incredible extent with grain, wine, oil and all kinds of food.”


Source: Letter from Anselme of Ribemont[1] to Manasses II., Archbishop of Reims, 1098.





Sybella was the daughter of the French Almaric I,  King of Jerusalem. She was raised in a convent by her very religious aunt. In 1186 she become Queen, defending Jersualem during   Saladin’s siege of Jerusalem and later organising the freedom of her husband (who was captured by Saladin).





�





“I tell this, which I am indeed not able to say without tears. Saladin…sent 600 measures of poisoned grain”. Because people were starving to death inside Jerusalem, this had very tragic results!


Source: Letter - Sibylla  to Frederic I,1189.








"In this temple 10,000 were killed. Indeed, if you had been there you would have seen our feet coloured to our ankles with the blood of the slain. … None of them were left alive; neither women nor children were spared"


Source: Fulcher of Chartres





During a siege people are cut off from society, with nowhere to get food or medical supplies. With terrible heat, limited water and very little food, disease was common. People died of starvation, fevers and from fighting to defend their city.  Young children were vulnerable, especially if their families had been killed. There are even stories of children being eaten as food! Children who survived the siege were often sold as slaves by the winning army.
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"The Jews assembled in their synagogue, and the Franks burned it down."


Source: Chronicle of Ibn al-Qalanisi





There were many reasons for people to stay in the Middle East: the weather was sunnier, the people were cleaner (they had more baths and better soap!), the universities were better, doctors were more advanced, and there were much better business opportunities (especially selling spices, silks and other luxuries). 


Many Europeans learned Arabic and Hebrew and adopted Middle Eastern clothes, foods and customs. The Muslims and Jews did not have any problem living with wealthy Christians who helped their economy.








Pilgrimage, prayer, fasting, and almsgiving were all ways for medieval Christians to get God to forgive their sins.  Visiting holy places on a pilgrimage was dangerous, exhausting and left the pilgrim far from home and family.  Some pilgrims chose to stay in the holy land for religious, business or lifestyle reasons.
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