	Reason for supporting the Crusades
	People 

	Most Christians in Europe supported the crusades because:
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they heard stories about pilgrims being killed on the way to holy sites
	

	· they thought God would forgive their sins and they would go to heaven
	

	· they could gain money and power in Europe while leaders were fighting
	

	· they didn’t respect people from different religions (the Pope told them not to)
	

	· the war was far away so weren’t aware how violent it was
	

	· their Lord was going to the crusade and they were told to follow
	

	· the European feudal system not have many opportunities for people to improve their life 
	

	Most Saracens (Muslims) in the Holy Land supported the crusades because:
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Christians had already invaded their lands
	

	· Christians were trying to take over their holy places 
	

	· they didn’t want Christians to control their trade routes and take their business
	

	· they heard violent stories about brutal, violent Christians 
	

	· they were afraid of the power of the Byzantine Empire (in Turkey)
	

	· they had seen for themselves how violent the Christian crusaders were 
	

	Reason for NOT supporting the Crusades
	People 

	Other people in Europe did not support the crusades because:

· their fathers, brothers, sons and other relatives had already died in the wars
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no one was left to take care of the family lands or businesses
	

	· crusaders sometimes left their land or businesses to the church instead of their families when they died
	

	· Europeans were becoming more racist against Europeans with of different beliefs (especially Jews and non-Catholic Christians)
	

	· too many earlier crusades had already been lost on 
	

	· many people spent their entire fortune on a losing war
	

	Other Saracens (Muslims) in the Holy Land did not support the crusades because:
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their fathers, brothers, sons and other relatives had already died in the wars 
	

	· many Christians were already living peacefully in the Holy Land
	

	· many Saracens (Muslims) were making lots of money from trading with Christians
	

	· they had nearly starved to death in a siege (when no one could leave the city to buy food)
	

	· they had been involved in a siege when the Christians killed everyone including women and Children 
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