Say what with Flowers?

Inspirations for your major work

Your major work is not just about expressing yourself (although this is very important). You need to have a message that you want to communicate to the world. What do flowers symbolise to you? Are you painting flowers with a baby to communicate a message about innocence? Or a floral border to an illuminated love poem? Or flowers from a prison window to represent freedom? Or dying flowers to show how all life has an end? The links below will give you ideas about different styles and messages using flowers.
Medieval and renaissance Illuminations
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http://www.sca.org.au/scribe/articles/flowers.htm is a general guide to the symbolism of flowers in medieval manuscripts 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/medmss/page214/ Walters Art Museum Illuminated Manuscripts photostream  has hundreds photos of medieval books. The ones on the link are Islamic, but the early pages [ http://www.flickr.com/photos/medmss/page22/ ]are European. Compare the different styles of representation and think about how you could use them in your own work.

http://www.bl.uk/catalogues/illuminatedmanuscripts/results.asp  the British Lis a great digitised collection, but you need to search through all the different styles to find flowers. Try an advanced search with “flowers” in the image descriptions box.

http://calligraphypen.wordpress.com/tag/illuminated-manuscripts/ This blog  takes you step by step how to draw the kids of flowers you see in illuminated manuscripts

Botanical (Scientific) Drawings
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www.anmm.gov.au/webdata/.../Joseph_Banks_teacher_resources.pdf Sir Joseph Banks was the scientist on board Captain Cook’s ship, the Endeavour. This site has pdf files of some of the first drawings of Australian flora. Small images of all the plants can be found at http://www.alectouk.com/banksfam_a.htm .
http://www.anbg.gov.au/plantinfo/illustrations-index.html The Australian Plant Image Index is a portal to different styles of botanical illustration. These are downloadable in large format as pdfs. The black and white drawings are very useful to show you how to draw different types of flowers. Look down the left hand side of the page for other inspirational things such as digitised plant photographs.

http://botany.si.edu/botart/ The Smithsonian Institute has a great search able database of botanical drawings. You can use them free for non-profit use as long as you reference them correctly.
Still Life 
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http://www.artcyclopedia.com/subjects/Still_Life.html http://www.wga.hu/frames-e.html?/html/m/moillon/index.html 
Still life paintings were very popular in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. The portals above give you a good idea of how still life has changed over time, but you will notice that vases of flowers have remained popular in this genre. However, this is a very literal representation of flowers – probably not suitable (on its own) as an HSC major work. 

So why look at these paintings? Because they show very realistic techniques for illustrating flowers, ideas about composition and colours and may also give you some ideas about other types of symbols to include along with flowers.
Visual jokes and symbols
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http://www.giuseppe-arcimboldo.org/ Arcimbaldo isa renaissance artist famous for his joke paintings – he created portraits from flowers, fruits and vegetables. This was high art with a sense of humour. Have a look at the way he represents important concepts such as the seasons (which were related to mood/psychology and medicine in his time period).
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language_of_flowers Why do you buy roses for Valentine’s Day and chrysanthemums for Mother’s Day? Throughout history particular flowers have had particular meanings in different cultures. The language of flowers was particularly popular in the C19th. Wikipedia has a long list of meanings. Ignore the links to ads.

Pre-Raphaelites
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/history/pre-raphaelite.html[image: image5.jpg]


  The pre-Raphaelites were a group of English artists who used nature to express their interpretations of classical (ancient) life and mythology. Some of these paintings use flowers as important symbols. One of the most important paintings in this area is Millais’ painting of Ophelia (from Shakespeare’s play, Hamlet). You can view this painting at http://www.the-athenaeum.org/art/full.php?ID=59514 . 
Some of the artworks from this school include book illustrations, tapestries, fabric painting and wall paper, so following up this school of art could give you interesting ideas about your medium. William Morris is a good person to follow up in this area. http://www.william-morris.co.uk/collectiongroups.aspx or http://www.wmgallery.org.uk/collection/our-collections.
This art movement has close ties with the Symbolists and the Arts and Crafts Movement (which led to the Art Nouveau movement). If these artists inspire you, investigate further below.

Arts and Crafts Movement

[image: image6.jpg]


http://www.vam.ac.uk/content/articles/t/the-arts-and-crafts-movement/
http://www.williammorristile.com/what_is_arts_and_crafts.html The arts and crafts movement originated after factories and mass production had begun to take over commerce. These artists tried to get back to natural handmade ways of doing things, including hand spinning, weaving, embroidery, pottery, stained glass, woodwork and metalwork. They emphasised simple, natural forms and often used flower or leaf motifs. Many artworks from this movement are household items such as dinner plates, cutlery, furniture and decorative cloths. 
Artists like Charles Rennie Macintosh designed the house, the furniture, the lighting and the interior decorations to create a harmonious whole, using rose-inspired motifs. You can view his work at http://www.armin-grewe.com/crm/crm.htm and his sketchbooks (quick drawings as he travelled, looking for inspiration)are viewable at http://www.huntsearch.gla.ac.uk/Mackintosh/sketchbooks/ .
One of the most famous artists of the Arts and Crafts movement is William Morris. He was an artist, illustrator and interior designer, buit is most famous for his wallpapers and furnishing fabrics which are still produced today. Find his work at http://www.william-morris.co.uk/collectiongroups.aspx , http://www.allposters.com/-st/William-Morris-Posters_c26828_.htm or http://www.wmgallery.org.uk/collection/our-collections.

In New Zealand, Maori motifs are also used in the arts and crafts movement. You can see a couple of these at http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/johnstone/movement/ 
Art Nouveau
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 Art nouveau used the curving forms and natural motifs of the arts and crafts movement, but was more ornate and included mass production. It was based in Belgium and France and can still be seen in many Parisian buildings, including the Metro. As well as buildings, art nouveau artists created interior decorations (furniture, lamps, vases etc.),graphics (posters and illustrated books), jewellery and fashion, Often influenced by Oriental art. Some artists include: 
Aubrey Beardsley, English graphic artist http://www.wormfood.com/savoy/ 

Alphonse Mucha, Czech graphic artist http://www.muchafoundation.org/ 

Louis Comfort Tiffany, American artist best known for his class work http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/tiff/hd_tiff.htm 

Emile Galle, French glass http://www.lemondedesarts.com/DossierGalle.htm 

Gustav Klimt, Austrian painter http://www.klimt.com/en/gallery.html 

Antoni Gaudi, Spanish architect http://www.gaudidesigner.com/uk/index.html 
Rene Lalique, French jeweller http://pinterest.com/gravypuss/rene-lalique/ 

Edmond Lachenal, French ceramicist http://pinterest.com/jbpons/edmond-lachenal/ 

One reason for its popularity was Arthur Liberty’s London shop specialising in these artworks. Click on the links on the left at this site for different types of art. http://www.archibaldknoxsociety.com/page_112141.html 
Impressionists 
Monet

Van gogh

I think you know these guys already…

Surrealists

Del Kathryn Barton – a Sydney artist who explores the spiritual relationship between people and the environment. Have a look at her drawings of children and the way they represent innocence and experience.

http://www.abc.net.au/arts/stories/s2934478.htm 

http://www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/prizes/archibald/2011/28901/ 

Frida Kahlo

http://www.frida-kahlo-foundation.org/ 

Leonora Carrington
http://www.tumblr.com/tagged/leonora-carrington?before=1334194224
Dorothea Tanning http://www.dorotheatanning.org/ uses flowers and landscapes symbolically in some of her paintings “ Eine Kleine Nachtmusik" and "Maternity” are good examples of this

Feminist Art

Georgia O’Keefe

http://www.okeeffemuseum.org/art--exhibitions.html has a good online exhibition including lots of her flower paintings which link 

Judy Chicago

Judy Chicago's dinner party (1970s feminist reclaimation of women's history - installation of dinner settings for 39 women with embroidered place settings and floral-style dinner plates a la Georgia O'Keefe) 

http://www.brooklynmuseum.org/eascfa/dinner_party/home.php  

http://throughtheflower.org/page.php?p=10&n=2 

Flowers in Rituals

http://www.amusingplanet.com/2012/05/10-most-incredible-flower-festivals.html
Hindu festivals
http://www.boston.com/bigpicture/2012/11/diwali_2012_festival_of_lights.html
http://xa.yimg.com/kq/groups/16101321/1841120097/name/About [info about types of flowers used]

Christian festivals 

http://triggerpit.com/2010/09/30/infiorata-beauty-of-flowers/ 

Multicultural Artists

Shirin Neshat
Other places to look

Look at the way flowers are represented in embroidery or ceramics. Museum websites are good at this – just type “Flowers” into the search box and use filters such as “ceramics” or the art history period to narrow your search.

Victoria and Albert Museum 

http://collections.vam.ac.uk/search/?listing_type=&offset=0&limit=15&narrow=&extrasearch=&q=flowers&commit=Search&quality=1&objectnamesearch=&placesearch=&after=&after-adbc=AD&before=&before-adbc=AD&namesearch=&materialsearch=&mnsearch=&locationsearch= 

Remember, there’s no such thing as spending too long looking at other artists. The more types of art you look at the more inspiration you will find to create a truly amazing work of your own! Looking at other artworks is like wide reading or related texts in English - it will help you understand the “frames” you have to write about in the theory part of your course, and create a theoretical background for your own art.
